The Most Worshipful William R. Punt, 

Past Grand Master

The Most Worshipful William R. Punt, Past Grand Master and Permanent Member of the Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons of the State of New York has ceded his working tools upon the Trestle Board of Life. On the morning of Friday, January 7, 2005, William R. Punt died peacefully at the age of 90 at his private retirement residence in Largo, Florida, with Elsie his wife at his side.

Long after the flash, the thunder of his positive influence upon and wise counsel for the Masonic Fraternity continues to resound today and into the future. Brother Punt was an unparalleled proponent of our Masonic Home in Utica, New York. Thanks to his steadfast purpose in successfully overseeing the "Think Big and Build Campaign" to remodel, refurbish and modernize the Masonic Home's facilities, we can proudly say that our Masonic Home does indeed bring to each of its residents a special kind of dignity and that certain quality of life that we have come to expect for our loved-ones. 

To Brother Punt, his love for the Masonic Home and his unwavering support for its continued improvement are deeply rooted in his persona. Both his late mother and brother had received admirable care during the autumn of their lives at a Home for Senior Citizens in St. Louis, Missouri. Quoted in 1979, Brother Punt said "…our family has been hit, and hit hard; but thank God for these homes, and the rules and regulations that make them good and decent and fine places where you know that your loved ones will be well taken care of…" 

One of the hallmarks of Brother Punt's character, which endeared him to so many members of the Fraternity and the Community, was his due diligence and dedication to helping and providing service for others. In his own words, "…if you will encourage yourself to do [just a little bit more] every day, you will not only have growth within your Fraternity; you will find that each day gives you a little more pleasure, and a little greater desire to live, as you serve not only those who are near and dear to you, but all who come in contact with you in your daily life."

Brother Punt was never one to procrastinate and similarly he was not content with the status quo. Rather, he was a man with a true sense of vision and an image worthy of emulation. Seeking ways and means to ameliorate and motivate the Fraternity, Brother Punt launched his Grand Mastership's theme with the acronym TAP meaning "To Achieve Perfection". In summary, it was Brother Punt's goal and dream to TAP ever member's energy, enthusiasm, talent, ingenuity, time and labor in a concerted effort to excel and achieve greater perfection of our noble Fraternity's principle tenets of Brotherly Love, Relief and Truth, to be an example to one another as well as to the community at large.

As aptly spoken by Brother Punt in his Installation Address of 1978, "…I am a great believer in image, of examples to be set, and examples to follow. My father created an image for me to follow because of his concern for and his deep faith in Masonry and in his Brethren, an image of love, affection, respect, dedication, devotion, responsibility and ceaseless effort for that which he felt was worthwhile. In my labors for this Grand Lodge, I have been privileged to observe many fine examples of Masons whose image we can follow for our benefit…"

Brother William R. Punt, a 50-year member of Floral Park Lodge No.1016, was elected Grand Master at the 197th Annual Communication of the Grand Lodge F. & A.M. of the State of New York on May 4,1978 and was re-elected to a second term on May 2,1979. He served on the Board of Grand Masters from 1980 until the present.

Brother Punt is a native of St. Louis, Missouri, and was educated at St. Louis University, New York University and the American Institute of Banking.

Active in the electrical insulation industry since 1941, he was president of Punt, Incorporated from 1955 to 1971, after which he was a marketing executive with the Essex Group, Inc., a subsidiary of United Technology Corporation, until retiring in 1981. He was a founding member and past director of the Electrical Insulation Distributors Association of America and served 26 years as a Trustee of the Roosevelt Savings Bank. For four years he served as a member of the Board of Directors of Bethany Methodist Home in Brooklyn, New York.

Grand Master Punt is a member of the Scottish Rite (33°), a Shriner, a former Director of the Masonic Medical Research Laboratory, a former Trustee of the Masonic Hall and Asylum Fund, and the holder of the Active DeMolay Legion of Honor. He was appointed Deputy Grand Marshal by Brother Clarence J. Henry in 1964; Grand Marshal by Brother Frank C. Staples in 1966; and was elected Deputy Grand Master in 1976.

From 1977 to 1984, he served as Chairman of the Masonic Home Building Fund (Think Big and Build Campaign). This fund drive far exceeded all expectations inasmuch as many who could not pledge at that time made bequests which have more than tripled the original goal to close to $15 million with added interest and stock dividends.

He served as Chief Commissioner of Appeals for Grand Lodge, and four years as Grand Representative for India following his appointment in 1982. Brother Punt holds innumerable honorary memberships in Lodges throughout the State and was the recipient of the Charles Henry Johnson Medal in 1982

He was made a Mason in Floral Park Lodge 1016 in 1954, and served as its Master in 1963.

Brother Punt and his wife, Elsie, were Floral Park residents for 31 years and attend Hillside United Methodist Church, New Hyde Park, where he served as Trustee and Finance Chairman and a lay speaker. Predeceased by his son Robert in 1995, William Punt is survived by his wife Elsie, a daughter, Bonita, four grandchildren and nine great-granddaughter and two great-great grandsons. Bill and Elsie were avid golfers and belonged to the Garden City Country Club, New York, and the Bardmoor Country Club in Largo, Florida where their home has been for over thirty-three years; first as a winter haven then since 1998 a permanent residence.

In closing, let us reflect on the Book of Ecclesiasticus and the words of the Masonic author L.B. Blakemore, "Let us now celebrate famous men, and our fathers that begat us… Leaders of the people by their counsels, and by their knowledge of learning meet for the people, wise and eloquent in their instructions… Although our Grand Master William Punt dwells with those who are not able to answer to the roll call of famous men, there are those who will reply for them out of our memories, because they were Masons as well as men of renown, and some of them were men of renown because they were Masons."
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