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The Most Worshipful Stewart C. McCloud, on Sunday afternoon January 16, laid the working tools of life aside to commence labor in that house not made with hands eternal in the heavens. He fought a long and tough batter with cancer.


M\W\ Brother McCloud's journey through Life and Masonry originated from humble beginnings in Brooklyn, New York. Many remember the graphic stories of how as a young man, Stewart McCloud, working in 1946 as a Fireman on the Long Island Rail Road fed the boiler of a steam locomotive racing its way from Jamaica to Montauk Point and back again. He proudly showed the scars that he received on his hand where he accidentally burned himself on one such junket. Over time with much experience, training and schooling under his belt and with due diligence, M\W\ McCloud climbed the ranks of the railroad's hierarchy becoming the Assistant Superintendent of Transportation before retiring in 1978. But Railroading was in his blood and in 1979, he accepted a position as Consultant to Taconic International Rail-Transit Operations, followed by several years as Manager Test and Acceptance of Equipment at Bombadier Inc. for Metro North Commuter Railroad before he retired again in 1990. 

M\W\ Stewart C. McCloud lost his first wife Georgine to cancer in February 1987. In 1988, he married Irene L. Adair and they resided in Floral Park, New York prior to relocating to Rossmoor in New Jersey. They also wintered at their home in Ormond Beach, Florida. His widow Irene, sons Brother Geoffrey and R\W\ Stewart II and grandchildren Stewart III, Jason, Theresa and Geoffrey Jee Ho survive M\W\ Stewart C. McCloud.

Prior to his ascension to the East as Grand Master, in 1998 M\W\ Stewart C. McCloud enjoyed a full and exciting Masonic career.
He joined Dunton Lodge 1017 (now Springfield Gardens Lodge 1057) in November 1957. M\W\ Stewart C. McCloud set his goals high within the Fraternity of Freemasons, where he served an outstanding tenure as Master of Dunton Lodge 1017 in 1970. In 1979, he became Assistant Grand Lecturer and District Deputy Grand Master in 1981.Two years later, M\W\ Stewart C. McCloud served as Assistant Grand Marshal to the late Grand Master M\W\ Ernest Leonardi and then Deputy Grand Marshal to M\W\ Calvin Bond from 1984 to 1986.

His keen understanding and perception of Masonic protocol brought him the singular honor and distinction of being the Grand Marshal for not one, but two Grand Masters. M\W\ Ernest Leonardi and M\W\ Robert Singer. From 1986 to 1988, M\W\ Stewart C. McCloud served as Grand Marshal to the late Grand Master, M\W\ Robert Singer. In 1990, through 1992 he served as Grand Treasurer and then in 1995 was elected Deputy Grand Master. 

In addition to his many Blue Lodge activities, M\W\ Stewart C. McCloud has enjoyed a varied career in other areas of the Masonic Fraternity. In 1963, he served as High Priest of Ridgewood Chapter, Royal Arch Masons and from 1965 to 1990 held the position of Secretary of Ridgewood Chapter.

In 1968, he was appointed Grand Representative to the Grand Royal Arch Chapter of Scotland and was appointed Grand Master of the First Veil - Royal Arch Masons. In 1978, he was elected Grand High Priest Grand Chapter - Royal Arch Masons, State of New York, a position he served with distinction. As Most Eminent Companion, he served as a Trustee of the R.A.M. Medical Research Foundation, from its inception to his passing. He served as its President for the past 20 years during which time the second storey of the Medical Research Laboratory (MMRL) at Utica was built.  In June of 2004, a conference room in the new Molecular Genetics facility of the Lab was sponsored by the R.A.M. Foundation and was dedicated in M\W\ Stewart C. McCloud’s honor.  

M\W\ Stewart C. McCloud is said to have credited his service in Royal Arch Masonry as a strong foundation for his leadership as Grand Master and launched a program to gather every member into a spearhead of accomplishment under the banner Together We Build. That year the World Conference of Grand Lodges in New York set that course in motion.  During his term he established The Grand Lodge Fund to assist Lodges and indigent members in overcoming their financial difficulties.

In York Rite, Scottish Rite and Blue Lodge Masonry M\W\ Stewart C. McCloud received numerous honors including honorary Chapter and Lodge memberships.  He was accorded the title of Honorary Past Grand Master by the Grand Lodge of New Jersey. He was coroneted a 33 DEGREEZ in 1997.   This past year M\W\ Carl J. Fitje presented him with The Charles Henry Johnson Medal.   
  
Never one to forget from "Whence he Came", M\W\ McCloud welcomed and received brothers from every station. Whether or not their collar or background was blue, white or any shade in between, he found each of them to be worthy of the same level of respect and importance as he would members of his own family. 

During his travels throughout the State, it was not uncommon for M\W\ McCloud to stop along the way to make an unannounced visit to an elderly or infirm brother's home. Knocking on the door, he brought good tidings and brotherly love to those he greeted. In like fashion, he was well known for his impromptu visits to Lodges that intersected his path to share in their labors.  Many of which, had not seen or been visited by a Grand Master in well over a half century.  M\W\ McCloud was never one to stand on ceremony and wait for a special invitation; he made it his business to embrace his fellow Brethren. 

To quote M\W\ McCloud from his Spring 2000 Message in the Empire State Mason, "Serving as your Grand Master… has indeed been a very gratifying and inspiring experience. It has afforded me countless opportunities at making new friends and renewing old acquaintances. My trips throughout this great Empire State have assured very clearly to me that our Masonic ideal of universal brotherhood is much more than a worthwhile ambition… The primary purpose of our beloved Fraternity is to liberally spread the cement of brotherly love and affection throughout our communities. The maxim that actions speak louder than words cannot be over emphasized... We need to ask ourselves, have I done something today to help a member of my Masonic family?"

During his tenure as Grand Master, M\W\ McCloud demonstrated the universality and true spirit of Freemasonry by hosting a special conferral of the Master Mason Degree in the Grand Lodge Room by the Oklahoma Indian Degree Team. Dressed in traditional ceremonial costumes of the Osage Indian, the Team under the leadership of our Grand Master imparted the ancient wisdom of their culture in concert with our Masonic principles.

Limited by no boundaries, M\W\ McCloud reached across the Atlantic and joined the Grand Master of the National Grand Lodge of France to consecrate the "Twinning" of three Masonic Lodges, namely St. John's Lodge, Evangelist Lodge and Reliance Lodge. A ceremony whereby three new Lodges in France assume the names of three Lodges in New York and exchange duplicate warrants as an overt sign of brotherhood.  In M\W\ McCloud's own words, "[Masonry] opens up new avenues toward improving us as individuals as well as bettering our relationship with others…"

In closing, let us remember our dearly departed Brother with the immortal words of the poet Ralph Waldo Emerson, "Work in every hour, paid or unpaid; see only that thou work, and thou canst not escape the reward; whether thy work be fine or coarse, planting corn or writing epics, so only it be honest work, done to thine own approbation, it shall earn a reward to the senses as well as to the thought; no matter how often defeated, you are born to victory. The reward of a thing well done is to have done it." 

We can say with certainty that our beloved Brother has heard the comforting words, “Well done, good and faithful servant. Welcome thou into the joy of thy Lord.” 
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